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School resource officer takes Polar Plunge 
to support Special Olympics fundraising 

Timmi Lunsford 

L
ast week, 
c h i l l ­
ing in the 

Missouri Rlv­
er raised a lot 
of money for a 
good cause. This 
year many pres­
tigious persons 
of Pierre--in­
cluding the attor­
ney general and 
chief of police-­
plunged into the 
Missouri Riv­
er to help raise 
money for the 
Special Olym­
pics. This year 
it was the "kick­
off" for the Law 
E n f o r c e m e n t  
Torch Run. The 
event turned out 
to be a huge suc­
cess. "The Po­
lar Plunge" in­
cluded School 
Resource Of-
ficer Sam-
son Boutchee. 
Boutchee raised 
$1,300bythetime 
of the plunge. 

"It was a 
great cause to 
support," said 
Boutchee, "I run 
in the Law En­
forcement Torch 
Run every year, 
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Boutchee takes a running leap into hole •drilled through 
the ice. 

but this was the souri. After the 
firsttimeldidthe jump, they were 
Polar Plunge." allowed to go 

The Polar into a warming 
Plunge took house, take a hot 
place behind the shower, and put 
Legion Cabin on on dry clothes. 
Feb.10. Boutchee "I was in 
jumped in the the water for 
freezing water about a total 
around 4 p.m. of 30 seconds," 
that day. The said Boutchee. 
contestants had The "Polar 
to dress up in a Plunge" brought 
costume and take . many students, 
a chilling plunge staff, commu­
into the Mis- nity members, 
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After just a few days of fundraising, Officer Samson 
Boutchee raised enough money to be able to Jump mto the 
frigid Missouri. 

"I would like to thank 

the staff and students of 

Riggs High for the more 

than $ 7 00 in donations." 

-Officer Samson Boutchee

and friends out 
for an afternoon 
of freezing fun. 
Not only did 
the plunge sup­
port the Spe­
cial Olympics, 
but it helped 
many people 

become aware 
of the cause 
and is hopeful 
to bring a new 
group of jump­
ers next year. 

"I always ad­
mired the folks 
that participat-
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Boutchee emerges from the icy cold water after diving in to support the Special Olympia. 

ed in the "polar 
plunge" for the 
Special Olym­
pics. I heard 
about it on the 
Wednesday be­
fore and decid­
ed to jump on 
that Friday. On 
Tuesday mom-

ing, I had $250. 
I sent out an e­
mail and by the 
time I jumped, 
I had $1300. I 
would like to 
thank the staff 
and students of 
Riggs High for 
the more than 

$700 in dona­
tions. I plan to do 
the Polar Plunge 
again next year, 
and hopeful­
ly I will be able 
to recruit some 
more jumpers," 
Boutchee said. 


















